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5 UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

Duwing the 24%h Plenary Sessien of 5he SED gpntrﬁl Conmitbses i% became
knoun ¢that Alfred Weumann of the SED Politburo had been forbiddon %o
speak at the gession. Thig hed o rabther depressing effeet because Neumanmn's
prosbige had inereased in cennection with his suveccseful operabion azaingd
the rally of the so-called "Baeren-Division" in Test Berlin. Discontent
with the attitude of the SED leadorship toward the new Soviet-Germen policy
was algo reflected in the final vote of the conference, which was taken
with 34 abstentions. At the conclugion of the neeting, iilhelm Pieck
stressed the necessity for unity, vhich alone could achieve the victory

of the national cause.

25X1

In private discussions during peuses in the negotiasdions, the result

of the Varsew conference was critieized. It wos pointed out that this
conference had revealed the provisional status of the GDR and %the fact
that the Soviet-German policy was not based on principles but on
oppertunist considerations. The reslization that the GDR vas mainly a
pawm within the fremework of over-all Soviet policies whish wave
exclusively dominated by national interests came as a shock to many SZD
leaders. any of them expressed the fear that this situaition would bring
about & deep erisio for the SED and East German labor gemerslly.

The 23 speakers who took part in discussions during the 24th Plenary
Session of the 8D Central Commibttee had been carefully selected and
ascreencd by Albert Norden;who saw %o i% that avkward questions were

not raiged. The ten-point program for the reunification of Germany as
put forth by Ulbricht at Pushkin’s suggestion had been discussed with
represenbtatives of the bourgeols perties prior to the plenary session of
the Centeal Commitiee. It appesrsd that Ulbrichi's speech comtained

sone obviously incorrect assertions, He stated for examole that Yusoslavia
vas reedy to reoume diplomabic rolations with the GDR, slthough it ves
learne@ that Tito hed rejected this idea. Furtheriore, although Pushkin
had told Ulbriché that Austris had also refused to exiend diplomatic
recognition te the GDR, the SED chief %cld the conferces that Austris
would soon recoznize the GDR.
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